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G aay people!
[ES been a brisk, windyy spring here tn the southern mallee. The
rRangaroo joess are leaving their mother’s pouches and learning €o
forage, wagtails are breeding prolifically and the reptiles are
W spreading their magic though the land. As the native pasture
grasses are haying off, the days warming up and the skies clear-
ing, Lt is time for the Beltane 2013 Edition of SerpentsStar.
With gratitude and applause we farewell OBOD Druid Todd Dear-
ing as editor and wish him every suceess for the future—see
within! Lunder Toadd'’s care SerpentStar has been growing and
evolving along with us all, contributors, subscrivers and casual
readers, members and non-members alike. [t is reaching out to
more and more people, emerging tnto the pagan cireles as a vitat,
tnformative Little newsletter packed with great inspiration and
w plenty of seriously good druid writing. Getting back behind the
editor’s desk, | find it is Time for a skin-change, allowing more
B (0o for things to expand to thelr fullness, and l'm also trying for
a sleeker more stream-Lined style. And so nothing could be more
welcome and blessed than the abundance of pictures and articles
and news items of interest that arvived in my inbox for me to work
with. A glance at the table of contents on the next page will whee
Your appetite for a feast of good reading. And while you're enjoy-
ing Lt think how much contributors benefit from your feedback—a
quick ematl to wyverne®@gmalil.com will get Your encouraging
comments on an article, poem, picture or news item bnto the next
Lssue for all to share. 1’4 also appreciate your opinion about all
things connected with Serpentstar.
Condolences and best wishes to members atfected
Oy bushifires in the Blue Mountains of New
South Wales in October.
May You all have a blessed Beltane!

Wy\

cAait




Contents

tail Nestlings by wyverne

esk

bly Program , by Elkie White
n Grove, by Elkie White.
e Assembly ,

ne National Park Wolves. By Lady Cu
oon Mountain, by Todd Dearing
ltane Camp

's Prayer, by Sooty Owl.

read

hapes, by Anifail.

agic, by MIC Lee-Price AKA Michala Lee
bmissions

Puzzle

r Edition by wy

rgies and Sacred Space workshop: course
ort. By Sarah Marshall

eomantica: Earth Energies and sacred Space
rkshop. By Lucy Crawford-Sandison

the Dark, by Antonia Newlands.

Puzzle Answers

are now




The Aggembly Program

Friday January 24 is ‘Arrival Day’ and we are leaving it open for
people to arrive in a safe and relaxed fashion, look around and say
hello to the place in their own way, and generally meet and greet.
At twilight an indigenous Elder will conduct a Welcome to Country

Ceremony for us.

E We will conduct our Opening Ceremony on Saturday morning followed
by a Bardic Grove. Then after lunch it's ‘Druids Sharing Their Passions’.
This is an opportunity for participants to share their interests with one
another. This idea was infroduced at the first assembly and then refined
at the Melbourne gathering. It was a huge success, most enjoyable,
and we have noticed that passions shared at assemblies have a way of
taking on a life of their own! At that gathering we were treated to a
book launch, CD sales, an art exhibition, and a fashion parade. We
look forward to hearing how such initiatives are developing and
launching some new ones as well. This is an opportunity to tell us about

@@ your website, give us your business card and sell us your wares.

The creativity continues in the evening, now devoted to Eisteddfod.
The 2010 assembly in Melbourne saw the beginning of gatherings
dedicated to a particular God or Goddess. At the Melbourne assembly
it was Pan, who dances through the magical hills where the assembly
was conducted. In Port Lincoln, nearby the waters of the Southern
Ocean, Manannan was the obvious choice. Then last year we went
inland to Beltana, where we tasted life in outback Australia, and
honoured the Morrigan.



This assembly, being conducted at the time of
Lughnasadh in the Southern Hemisphere and Imbolc in the Northern
Hemisphere, will be dedicated to Lugh and Bridget. You can dress up as one
or the other or half and half, and present an item to one or both.

Sunday morning is for Bridget's Circle and the ladies of the group, and Sunday
afternoon is for the Ovate Grove. Then in the evening we will conduct a very
special ceremony to mark the 50t Anniversary of the founding of OBOD in
1964 and we are deeply grateful that Philip and Stephanie will be there to
share this occasion with us. We are calling it the Golden Grove Ceremony
and you can read about it in a separate article.

Monday morning is for Lugh's Circle and the men of the group, and
Monday afternoon is for a Druid Grove followed by a workshop by
Philip and Stephanie.

Tuesday 28 is ‘Departure Day’ and the only thing planned apart from lots of
hugs is the Closing Ceremony.

Please send all enquires to Elkie:




d Bolden Grobe

for the

Southern Hemisphere

2014 is a unigue year in the Life of OBOD: it's the
50t Anniversary since Nuin started it in 1964. To honour
this occasion, it would be fantastic if we could have
50 groves planted worldwide but | think we could
manage that number just among ourselves in the
Southern Hemisphere. Maybe not ‘complete’ groves,
but some beginnings at least.

Philip and Stephanie are coming to the Assembly in
January, making this the ideal occasion to mark our
commitments and have them blessed. How to do this
practically then becomes the question.

The first problem is distance; Australia in itself is a
massive country, and Australia is only one part of the South-
ern Hemisphere. This project is not just for those people lucky

enough to attend the Assembly - we want you all fo feel
that you can participate in this Golden Grove - even
Northern Hemisphere members who feel a connection
with the South.

Also related to ‘place’ is the actual site of the Assembly: it's
private land and planting a grove here may not be appre-
ciated! Anotherissue is the time of year; not many plants

would survive a January planting. We tossed around the
idea of people bringing the plants to the assembly for
blessing and then planting them in autumn but then there
are quarantine regulations across borders that we must be
mindful of.
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As so often happens, the solutions lay within the problems. The
Awen flowed and a beautiful idea emerged. The vision was the
assembly circle laid out with representations of our groves. Those
people who live locally and can bring actual trees would be
encouraged to do so but we're not expecting too many of those.
Our hope is that lots of you will send us a representation of your
grove idea: pictures of frees rather than actual ones with a note to
describe your intention. We're hoping that you will share the story of
your grove-vision with us so that we can read them out at the
Ceremony.

If you are at the Assembly, you can do this for yourself, but if nof,
then I'm happy for you to send your ideas to me. Be as creative as
you like in your presentation. You can also send me commercially

packaged seeds that won't worry our border patrol officers and

which | can post back to you with the blessings of the
Grove Ceremony intact.

“My chances
of attending
the assembly
are about
Zippo but at
least | could
be there by
e

Member’s
Comment.




We intend to synchronize
the timing so that you can hold your
free, seeds, or picture as we conduct
the ceremony. The Golden Grove
Ceremony will be conducted at 8 pm
on Sunday January 26. It's Australia
Day and we are mindful of everything
that goes with that. It's also Ovate
Day and we plan to include a healing
component within the ceremony.

“I like the idea of con-
necting via a tree on
your own land,
or window sill in my
case!”

(Member's comment)

Some of you may be able to plant ac-
tual groves at the same time as the
ceremony is conducted because some
parts of the Southern Hemisphere are much cooler than others.
Even in the hotter regions there may be local plants that not only
survive but thrive in the heat. One of our plant experts pointed out
that some species of free need the warm soil of summer to
germinate or to develop a good root system. This includes some
Australian natives but also a lot of warm-climate food
forest frees such as moringa, citrus and olives.

If you wanted to create a publically-accessible food grove for a lo-
cal council, you could seed them in pots on
Australia Day, take care of them for three months, and then plant
them out in autumn (thanks Tiki for those ideas!)

In case you are wondering why 8 p.m. rather than earlier, it's be-
cause there are friends in the Northern Hemisphere who want to
tfune into our ceremony as well and this fime would enable them
todoso. 8p.m.inQldis 10 a.m. Greenwich Mean Time and you
can work out your own fime zone from that.

If you want to participate in our Golden Grove Ceremony, please
drop me a line by email and we'll nut out the best way to represent
your idea at the assembly.

Elkie:




Grove fdeas rom melibers

Brad (Petrichor), Geraldton, Western Australia

“| have decided to turn this venture towards restoration rather than
the creation of new groves; something within me senses that Nuin
would approve of this. While we celebrate occasions we can also
sirengthen that which is left behind on our path, that needs redefin-
ing for those journeys we face in our future. There are 2 groves
close to where | live that have been damaged by recent ‘local de-
velopment'. A grove of Sheoak that was an important part of my
Bardic order has been desecrated and is calling to me to restore
the energies of this sacred space. And a grove that | planted a
while ago, when my daughter was born - of lemon flowering gum —
the local council went through and mowed down the weeds and
In the process took out 3 of the 8 frees that | planted to constitute
the 8 points of the compass/elements/seasons/festivals/Celtic
wheel of the year etc. | will restore these 2 groves in memory of our
previous chief and to celebrate the beauty and majesty of this
awesome planet and her great depth. Hopefully this work will frans-
late info my local community and people can once again share
and appreciate the focus these groves will bring.”

Elkie, location of grove: Heartswood. NE Victoria.

“I have been planting a spiral grove for a number of years now to
represent the Ogam frees. Some are the regular Brifish trees but
others are local to the area: the weeping Acacia Cognata for Wil-
low, Happy Wanderer for Ivy, Kangaroo Apple, Native Broom, Na-
tive Blackthorn, our local White Elderberry, Native White Cypress
Pine, Gorse Bitter Pea, and Victoria's Floral Emblem: the Common
Heath. | have just 4 more to plant and | will do this in autumn: Hazel,
Vine, and a Prickly Current Bush to represent Hawthorn and Holly
Grevillia for Holly. | will bring representations of these plants and the
spiral with me to the assembly.”
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FAQ: HOW MUCH DOES THE ASSEMBLY COST?

This is the question I've been asked most often and the answer s
that there is no set fee for this assembly. Everyone's assembly costs
will be different, depending on the choices you make in these 3 are-
qas:

Transport: for queries about how you get to the assembly and
back again please check out the Binna Burra website

Accommodation: as detailed by Ngatina in a separate article;
please contact Ngatina with your queries and choice of ac-
commodation:

Food: you have 3 options: (i) fully catered at $50 per day; (i) byo
everything; or (iiij negoftiate your needs: please send me an
email if you have specific dietary needs or if you would like a

partly-catered option. | will take all such emails with me when |
visit BiInna Burra November 26 and then reply to you personally
when | return. Elkie:

Donations: if you can spare it, donations from readers are being
gratefully received. All such donations are being put towards
covering Philip and Stephanie’s costs to attend the assembly.

Please send a cheque or postal order to Cherry Carroll (our

‘assembly banker’): PO Box 377, Kingaroy, Queensland, Australia,

4610, or deposit directly into the special account that she has set
up for us: ANZ Bank, JS & C Carroll, BSB: 014630, ACCT: 2682

69393. Include your name and the word ‘donation’ so that Cherry

knows who it has come from and for what purpose. Make sure
that you email Cherry to inform her of your transaction:




hitp://www.druidry.org/about-us/
annual-reviews-order-and-
druidry/2013-annual-review

|y i i B

Partie CaRr-Goun - THE CURRENT EHIEF /'\ 2013 Axxuvar Review

Druidic Dawn is a beautiful
site with forums, events

and festfivals, images,
reviews and on-line videos.
Aontacht is its outstanding l
on-line magazine.

The Druid Network hitp:// ]r)

Informing, Inspiring and Facilitating druidnetwork. org/

http:// AR

I I 'F..II
www.paganawaren wi

Paﬁan*’ﬁ;wareness Netyork. Inc, )
ess.net.au/PAN/ Pasy ., .
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ALFHIL

a Yc”owstonc
wolf pup

by E)rian A Cﬂnno”g
authnr UF WDI‘F Jnurnal and Hawk

sketches IJH Gcnrg: E)umann
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YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK WOLVES
Lady Cu’ - Oct 2013

ete and | returned to America

in August/September this year and of course

one of our primary objectives was to view the

wolves of Yellowstone again. While in a later

issue there will be a tale about our fravels and

the plight of the wolf in America | would like to infroduce
you to a children’s book written by a wolf advocate.

“ALPHIE a Yellowstone wolf pup”, this is a children’s book
written by Brain A. Connolly. Alphie is a piece of fiction
but a beautiful book written by a man committed to
saving and protecting the wolves of North America and
the world. The tale is set in Yellowstone National Park is
centred in the Lamar Valley and the life of a young wolf.
This is a tale for young and old alike, a tale for those who
like to listen to our elders and learn from their wisdom. A
tale for grandparents to read to their grandchildren, this
IS a book to educate our children to love and respect
our wild places and all that resides in them.

“Alphie” also contains beautiful illustrations by George
Bumann who is a professional artist. The illustrations are of
Yellowstone wolves and other wildlife that reside in the
park. During, both our trips to Yellowstone Pete and |
have been blessed to see all the animals illustrated with
the exception of a beaver. The book also contains a
glossary that | find unusual but surprisingly educational
and refreshing and great for children and those of us not
fully familiar with American language.
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Unfortunately Brian A. Connolly passed away this year but
there are many carrying on his message. We saw our
fiend Doug MclLaughlin who knew Brain and is promoting
this book from a shop and accommodation he manages
In Silvergate just outside Yellowstone. Doug kindly let me
use some of his photos in my last story. Doug and a group
of wolf advocates are raising funds to purchase copies of
the book “Alphie” and donating them to schools, the
hope is to educate children about the importance of true
biodiversity and that these children will educate their
parents and effect change.

This is a cause close to my heart. | do love the wolf with a
passion and to see them in the wild is breath taking, to
watch the family unit, the care given to youngsters, times
at play and the serious intfent when a pack sets out on a
hunt is truly inspiring. Those of you who know me will be
aware of my passion/obsession for canines, particularly
my hounds but ultimately this is about more than wolves.

“ALPHIE a Yellowstone wolf pup” | believe can inspire us
all to advocate the saving of our wild places and all that
resides within, regardless of whether it is plant, animal,
mineral, cute and cuddly or a carnivore that needs to Kkill
to survive. All has a right to its place, safe from the
iInhumanity of mankind.




Thunder Moon Mountain

v E D 1 C A € A D E MY

Vedic Education
Meditation
Ayvurveda

Vedic Astrology

T odd Dearing

www.thundermoonmountain.com
ph. 0405115279 JU

Thunder Moon Mountain, based in Adelaide, Australia, offers study and practice in Vedic
wisdom, providing tools, tfechniques, and knowledge for the evolution of consciousness.

Vedic wisdom is an integrated spiritual system which is universal, natural, experiential, and
practical. Originating historically from the Himalayan mountains and surrounding regions
following the end of the last ice age, it has upheld a sacred understanding of the universe
over thousands of years of cultural development. It contains a range of sacred arts and sci-
ences, including Yoga, Ayurveda, Tantra, Vedanta, Jyotisha, Sanskrit, and Vastu, among
others, yet in a far deeper sense than may be commonly known today. As a culture of uni-
versal knowledge for self-development and self-realisation, these transcend any particular
ethnicity, historical period, belief systems, ideologies, or dogma, and are available for any
sincere student to study and practice.

About Todd Dearing

| am a Yoga and Ayurveda educator, meditation teacher,
and Vedic Astrologer, with a specific interest in Vedic Yoga
and the broader integrated tradition of Sanatana Dharma.
My teaching focus is on practice guided by a clear and au-
thentic understanding of the broader Yoga Tradition, indi-
vidually specific, and grounded in the world of Nature.

| began my spiritual study and practice in 1997, and hold a Diploma of Integral Yoga
through the .1 am qualified as an Ayurvedic Lifestyle Consultant, Yoga and Ayurveda
Health Educator, and Ayurvedic Astrologer (level 1) through the . I have completed
Tibetan Dream Studies (level 1), through the .1 am continuing formal study and prac-
fice in Vedic knowledge, Sanskrit, Ayurveda, and traditional texts.

Visit for details, classes, articles, etc.



The SA Beltane Camp

itk Damb the Bard & Pereé Lee

IPnd=24kh Movember 7011 Ersury Park Dutdoor Education Centre

trary Cofombr rom ekt ANyl Sodshow
Abowd Domb B Cern™s dndwnida Eomp

"A Frassive thank you to Daeni, Carri,
and all the Tacilitaiors for providing a
wisgkend of gune transformative magc,
A SEad bobween The workds that was
nusrteEring and edacamionad (i the: senss
of Eringing out racher than pucting inl)
in ‘which we all made owr own paifa
and dizcoveries. That is no mean Teat
wihisn ceganizing a field full of peoplke. 1
staned in anwm of Tha skill of all che
praciiCiodars af puting tha event to-
pEthar as wall a5 the Dremmaendious out-
pouring of love and welkcome that mat
us all 25 vl settled in.

I 2 ha e with @ wonderiul sense ol rejus
WERnE Do, 3 S awEreress of e
eidness not only with tha Bnd but also
wiith thee witsoda Gorsadd) nd
mermadries that will mot fade, of keszons
loamad and weork i b done. | also
carry awary & small light that shines
gEnly onomy B, sparked by our joint
enpdorarions.”

Damelt the Bavd and EFE'I"H Lee have been works

ing a5 3 team simce 1S9SE runndng 3 grove, moois, open
ceremanies, camps, talks and workshops. They have
found that by working together with thedr combined
passions and soometimes opposite ways of approaching
them, they can offer a dynamic and inclusive exploras
ton of druldic magical themes.

Both feel it & important to bring pecole into their cwn
power within any magicalfspiritual esperience, in onder
that the individisal finds a genuine, personal connection
to wihatewer thie workshop, rifual or ceremaoiy Rappens
ta b ot

Friday Night Concert
Featuring
Damh the Bard

& our very own Spiral Dance
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ﬂd-mlf ﬁr." &-T—lf I5 3 modemeday Bard whose soldtualiy

and kove of folk tradition is expressed through his music, storgs
telling and poetry. Drawing on the: Bardic tradition, his perfors

mances are both enteraining and educatonal, speaking dinects
Iy 1o the heart, and nver withowt a good splash of humosur.

With six canstanding CD's, and singing and speaking engage-
ments all ower the world, Damhb has become one of the most

popular contemporary pagan musicans = a musical storyteler
who works within the workd of mrth: where the Facrie really do
dance o Midsummer's Eve, whene the trees tall, and the Hob

low Hills: take ywou Into the realms of Anrean, wheesre the Godidess
rides her horse, guiding you to magic, and the Horned God of

oid calls to vou from the shadows of the Greensood.

Damh came to Dnusédry in search of 3 deeper contact with the kand and all of Nature after studying ceres
manial magic in the: Godden Dawn tradition within a magical kedpe. He s eow Fendragon of the Order of
Eards Owates ared Druids, and host of the Onder’s Dingldegst. & posdcast which reaches owver 5,000 listens

efs Every month. He k also a trained practitionsr of Meuro-Linguistic Frogramming. a qualified stress
cansultant, and a teacher of busheraft and wildemsess survival sidiis. In addition to playing hés music and

singing, Damh has glven talks, nan workshops and participated in paned discussions at conferences and
camps in the UK, Europe, Australia, Canada and the USA, with his fawousite topics Incheding Druidry,
Awen and the oreathe oguest, magick, treelore, and Arthwurian lore. Damh the Bard -

AW, D3 GRS i Lo sk

Perné Lee 1s an Artist, Druld and embronic writer.

With her artwork, Druidry and e In gensral, she taies karme
ing and eepiration from the book of nature, the ancestors,

through myth, legends, stories and magical symibolism.

Thie artacrk oroazes a number of media, such & watercalour,
pendl and many others, but ceramics and, these days writing,
are where she finds fresdom of spiftual expression.

Within her Drukdry, 25 well as her art, Cerri has a passion for
diving deen ino the symbolism and meanings held within ans
clent myths and finding ways 1o bring that into a modern G-
guage, partoulary within workshop or ritual shuations.

Working with people & they empower themseles to find
thezir Dwen conmesctions o the land they llve on, as well a5 ac
cessing their ancestors stone of wisdom and knowledge, partly through academic investigation, but
measthy imemersian into the symbology and interaction with magical rivuad, i something that Cesri o=

jovs more than anything. Cerri has fadiitated many rites of passage, apens ceremonies, groups, works
shaops, taks, conferences and camgs over the past 15 years and plans to continue to explore the inner

reaches of our multiculturad, rmukilayered, magical heritage.

Find moire: information at Cerr's websEe: waw . cerm e oo
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Weekend
Schedule:

EimlacFord!
SEarsic Lrcis

hin in your chanos o
shere sorabueg with e
FreaE, b e e, sy
o miory. Fartspe you
heE & songichan! you
vl d o o leech Ha

groue! e hevs baen
g w el bra ot e

rmmrrrEn o Barsic
Caclas harw in Aduelania.

Farfrmancs m el
rmardaicsy bul f @ your
chancs o shars
sxmalhing n e
rppocien and carmg
group o e rarederd
rafrenhink.

“Ar Ay Fak wa
A LR Al
i adiral wodd ooy’
il Gl Otaad,
Uik DA
RS TATED B9 @ B

SR
Eadgem
AdTak, agisieT & unpack
Bieat and groet and a chance 1o ook aroussd ad
say bk bo o6 Pl in el Srafi way
Eadam
Dpaing Cisdfaimery

BTl
Dirvtwr

B:Ddpm




Al Bedding, Encluding pilkows—i you are am interstater and fy
ower please et us now what you Can t Canny i Wi Cain &=
range for you, ¢f pelows, beoding etc

Towel and toletries
A b boward (6 possible)
Imeect Fopelbent—oould B2 mossies anound|!

Sum block amad hat, i could be very warm so please check
wEathier repoets befone leaving

Wiarm jumper ar Shaval for esening

Covered shoes {if planndng to walk though tha Fark]

Fiobe | cineall for Rl

Chalioe or gobdet for the Feast |pastc glasses will be provided|]
Insstruments)songs to shane

E¥O alcahiod K soft drnks

Willingness to parmicpate and enjoy the: weeoend! |

e,

.:i"

The Venue of the
5A Beltane Camp
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Uhe PBruid’'s Prayer

When l-enteredithe Bardic grade,
| learnt.a dark and terrible secret
from someone | loved.

I was new' 1o OBOD, and during the time in the Bardic
grade | had:-the usual revelations, challenges and insights
as others: 1 felt safe on this path, and used the Druids;
prayer to keep me on track.

When I'was told the secret | worked in my budding:grove
fo ground myself in knowledge and look for responses
that would work. | was still doing the elemental rituals;it

was very early days.

| eventually found that the Druids’ Prayer was the -anchor
in the stormy seas of emotion, the sea of pain and.incre-
dulity- that came with the secret.

Every night | would say the prayer..Not to manipulate the

situation or the people involved, or try to:force-my will on

others: The prayer simply calledfor justice.:And | believe
in‘justice.

@ the situations of their own demise..l understand that'peo-

(4] -ple create their own:situations and watch as theirpaths

2

)

@ lead to places I would never want to go, and | know that |
don't have to go to those places to achieve justice.

2

(%

1

‘a Many many-times | have seen wrong.doing people create
3




After'some 12 months or'more,“when | was ready:fo go
into the Ovate grade, my callfor justice was recognised.
While my friend and | were walking down a sireet in
Sydney we found ourselves behind:-the ‘person who had
caused so much pain and grief. My friend crossed the
street and ran ahead to the police station in the city. |
followed the person to see where he went, Eventually I was
waiting outside a building and the police arrived. They
found the person in the building and-artested him.

/\ He-had been living interstate for years, was over.here and

@ had come into the city for one day, and evenithough the
@ police had been looking for him for a couple ofyears; we
Q found him. He confessed, no doubt due to the surprise
4] arrest;.and went to jail. This was just the beginning of a story
that started 30 years ago, and has been coming tofruition
for the last 10 years or so as my prayer for justice has been

answered.

Since then there have been many healing ceremonies-and
deep grove work, but all the while the call uppermost has
been for justice and the values have been those of the Dru-
ids’ prayer. Last week we saw another person found guilty
Lt/) for the second time and sentenced for 9 years, on top.'of 9
@ years previously. There are 3 more frials fo.come. Healing
%] has come with the justice. We have no feelings of bitterness
t/q orrevenge. We have protected ourselves by simply-calling
for justice, and taking into our-hearts the values of the

Druids’ prayer.

One day, when we meet in‘groves I will-be happy
fo talk more of this. For now, remember the love of all
existences, God, Goddess and all Goodness.
Sooty Owl

XN XX










Usurpers
and
desfroyers

appearing s

in defence of Australias native forestc

nthe [ oo
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!

forests! P reut

- by Anifail
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Humans are
magical
beings. We grow
# organically out of
. our ancestry and
landscapes, trail-
| ing power and
| beauty behind us
like falling stars.
Then when we
get here, we
proceed to
infegrate every-
& thing around us
2. info something
"W miraculous: an
imaginative
experience.

We do this by ion E 1 fores t, _::é#L
entering into SKIL ‘Fshare _"r p
relationships with i -

everyone around Get prepared for 3 summer of activismL.
us: other human

s SR p e o

animal people, - e
mbirg - Tree-sits - Baoner deopes - Ragging -
plant and fungus wiidlile SpOTRENGNG - RemolE sensol -:'-El.TllE"Ei
people, rock, forest ecodogy - Flora & Faona serveying —-

m I Ein editng_
stream and star @ lﬂﬂgﬁmﬂ:,:ﬂ.tfﬂ aﬁﬂ o
people. ;

markets campagning
And then there

ok o - dezpons
are the bustling
crowds of lesser-
known but clearly
knowable folks:
the goddesses

Hovember 30 - JDegember §
FEr-TearlesskdaseracE . .awt
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and gods, the nature spirits, faeries, guardian angels, dream
visitors and muses, just to name a few.

And within the sacred universe that is the imaginative
experience of each human individual, every relationship with
these others is mediated by symbols: linguistic, mythological,

musical and of course magical. These symbols guide us to live
well, to heal others, to restore where harm has been done and to
resist where harm is infended. Contemplating the meaning of
these symbols leads us into study, friendships, love, pain,
campaigning and direct action. Strange, but true.

And sometimes they come suddenly into the lives of those who
have fried to ignore their quieter manifestations. These poor folks
are set upon by vagabonds wielding flags and masks, chanting
spells or shouting slogans, or are simply frustrated and confused
by unexplained reports of unauthorised activities, of disrupted
production. Sometimes the very shape of power relations is
changed, and people can live more freely.

When life calls to life, bonds of undying kinship and solidarity can
and must be formed. When life calls loudly to life and the call is
returned, sometimes strange shapes appear.

Strange Shapes in the Forest -
Nature spirituality inspiring and supporting material protection of
trees.

| wass inspired to undertake this project when | heard about the
new national forests campaign Fearless Summer Australia. |
thought, what part can Druids play in this and similar struggles
around the worlde

So | need your help. | am asking you to please share your
experiences and ideas: a forest defence action with a spiritual
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dimension (explicit or implied), a bit of symbolism that unites
tree reverence with standing up for your beliefs, ways for city
pagans to support forest activists, and other creative work of
interest to all us tree-huggers who have plenty of love but
have run out of patience. If | know my audience, | suspect
some wonderfully strange ideas have already begun to take
shape!

'

Aot e At

More info at shapes@atthefarm.org
facebook.com/StrangeShapesinTheForest
druidry.org/events-projects/sacred-grove-planting-programme
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'go MUSIC IS MAGIC
2

By
MiIC Lee-Price AKA Michala Lee
(Mystic Mish)
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Since the primeval fime, primitive man has used some form of
& music in Ritual. Whether chant, drumming, didgeridoo, pan
pipes or guttural songs music has been a very important part of
£ Magic.

Like our Ancestors, Musicians speak to their Deity or Deities
through their Music. The Shamans and Druids lead Rituals with
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Music. The Druids were healers, prophets and Clan leaders,

They had the Ovates and lawgivers but the most important

member of their order was their Bards; their poets and musi-
cians; their soul singers.

Music helps people forget

the troubles of the world In2008, I stumbled
and their own personal ACross aw man WAho-in-
problems for a while. spived me to-follow that
. People find solace . DLZ&%WWWM%?
In song and contact with .
their deity or deities in year for him to-come to-
chant. AMVMWW&W
Wi heme his undigue
Music is the Spiritual Es- style of
sence of Worship. No Mat- Muscc:
ter What

path you follow.

Music Gives a Soul to the Universe, Wings to the Mind, Flight to
the Imagination, and Life to Everything.

Music can help Bring about Change.

Music has changed my life in many ways. | was fortunate to
have been taken under the wing of some notable and even
notorious people during my youth.

As a young musician, | played in bands as a member of ,
or a session musician with, Dingo, Lunar Sea, Gold Rush,
Radio Birdman, as well having worked as a roadie for
Billy Thorpe and the Aztecs, Brian Cadd, Stevie Wright, Richard
Clapton, my good friend Barry Leef and several others.

Music has always been an important part of my life and my

29




spiritual path. To me without Music there is NO Magic.

| have always had a Dream, to have a Gathering of Musicians;
to orchestrate a Cultural Festival. Not to big-note myself but to
fulfil a Dreaming.

In 2008, | stumbled across a man who inspired me to follow
that Dream and negotiated with him for almost a year for him
to come to Australia and bring with him his unique style of
Music.

With the assistance of my ex-partner Dragonfly we began to
structure an Event featuring this talented Bard and include as
many brilliant musicians as we could to create another
“Woodstock” or “Sunsbury”, but it took fime and money.

It was a massive task and many times | felt like giving up. |
would have if it had not been for Dragonfly who took over the
task as Administrator and Event Co-Ordinator leaving me to be

the Creative Director.

There were many hurdles to get
over to ensure the Musical Gather-
ing happened. Our first venue was
closed because of Fire Restrictions.

The second venue that Dragonfly
had source reneged on the verbal
agreement between them and
her and refuse us permission to
hold the event because they
“Didn't want us kind of people us-
ing there campsite and ground as
they knew what Pagans got up
to”. The final venue was a small
Hall in the Adelaide Hills.
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With open arms Pagans gathered to Welcome
and his lovely partner Cerri Lee to Australia for the very first
time.

Unfortunately due to the heat wave and the changing of ven-
ue several musicians and bands pulled out of the event.

Yet still the Gathering; The Druids Dreaming happened.

On stage musicians and performers such as
, Jamie McPherson, , Lizzie Rose and the
sensational gave there all on that smothering hot
day.

The evening was brought to a brilliant conclusion by the re-
markable word-smith and musician himself

What a magnificent day and what a mind blowing event.
The Druids Dreaming Happened. Magic Happened and Music
is Magic.

The Druids Dreaming continues and lead me to create
. | am blessed to have so many great
musicians as friends, pagan and otherwise, especially a man |
have came to admire, who is and forever will
be, not only a friend but the Patron of The Druids Dreaming.

e =

— ]

Tintean Clann Danu
druldsdreaming. bogspot.com
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serpantotar needs gou.f

More of R MAGALINE #4an a neswsletter,

dgrpegntotar

comes out 't TIVES A VA oz cach of the FIT€ FESTIVALS,
IMboLc, . LUgNaSadH a4 SAMHUINN.

Al content comes from you—the readers,

CoNtr'bUt'ONS are eayeﬂy S()tl‘qﬁlf, Send youy artieles,
poems and creative wpdting, cartoons, reviens, art and photography,
nfo, events, news, links, and anything else to do with being bards,

ovates and druids to
Please make sure youy contyributions do not violate copyright lass,

SubScrliptioNS

OQpinéons expressed in SeprpentStay are contributors’ orn and not nee-

essarily the opinions of the editor op of the Opder of Bards Ovates and

Drudds, Printed at the Swan Reach Arca School library with a lot of
very kindly help from school librarian Leanne.

DeadLiNe For LUGNASADH iSSue: 29tH JANUARY 2014
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Clues Across 35. Must have. (4)

1. Mutuality (11) 35. By no means. (3)

9. Wipe out. (5) 36. Se.o’r of ancient Irish
10. Call like a dove. (3) Kings. (4)

11. Smearing with mud. (6) 37. Spirits of the dead. (6)
13. Paramour. (4) Clues Down

14. Freezes. (4) 1. Recalling to mind. (11)
15. First number .(3) 2. Heather. (6)

17. Learned person'’s title. (2) 3. Minds (archaic). (6)
18. Abbrev of boys name. (3) 4. Egyptian Goddess. (4)
19. Where eggs form. (5) 5. Writing tool. (3)

21. Medieval beverage. (5,4) 6. Frozen water. (3)

25. Conifer. (3) /. A witch's familiar. (4)
26. Anglo-Saxon rune. (3) 8. Belonging to you. (4)
27. A boy’s school. (4) 12. Controlling. (9)

28. Despicable. (4) 13. Level ground (4)

29. A tree. 16. Negative answer. (3)
31. Numbers. (5) 19. Vegetable.(5)

7 20. Abominable
snowmen. (5)

2 3 4 5

22. Frequently. (3)

23. Suffer. (3)
24. Hairstyle. (6).

word pPuzzle

27, Irish Goddess (4)

28. Refuse. (4)
30. Meadow. (3)

.

22

23 P4 | 32. Japanese
theatre. (3)
34. Short for father.

25

ANSWErs on

Page 39

Cross
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Reading our Chief's annual
review this year it is
interesting to note that
this year celebrates the
200th edition of Touchstone,
the official newsletter
of the Order.

Touchstone is available only on
paper, and has not been put
on-line. Why, you might won-
dere One reason is that people
are more likely to read and enjoy a paper magazine left
casually on top of a coffee table, or floating around the
kitchen than something on-line. That's no doubt frue. With
everything on the web so very inferesting and so easy 1o
access, most of us have a long list of sites and pages we
have bookmarked or kept starred for future reading—which
we almost never get around tol Research has shown that, in
general, magazines that have a paper component are
Qmore likely to remain successful than those that haven't.

Touchstone is our English language magazine_ It is
1
Cleorly there's a published monthly (eleven times a year, with no edition
sychological factor that in December). It is sent free to all members taking the
e | g

can't be igﬂored. Even this course, and once you have finished receiving course

far into the Compu’rer age material, you can subscribe separately
with most yogng people Touchstone is only available to members of the Order
computer literate from

infancy, people maintain a strong link to the printed paper
page. However smart your phone, or slick your tablet, still for
many people there's more magic, more mysterious appeal in

the enduring, unchanging, reality of a hard paper copy.

‘ :Serpen’rS’ror can be shared on-line. We share urls and links to
? this and that all the time, knowing that some of them won't

be looked at, except by a few hard-core web users, and
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even they get jaded with looking too much
at the shiny screen. But give someone a
copy of the magazine to read and

chances are they'll enjoy every page, The paper
refreshing as it is to do without the hype copy
and technology of the world wide web. looks way
Times are changing. We no longer have preftier!

to feel guilty about making reasonable

use of our natural resources. We know

now that we must go carefully, and we're

finding better ways. Ecologically sustainable

paper and technology are much more readily

available now. There is much less pressure now than there was
a while ago on the natural environment, as renewable re-
sources are discovered and fragile forests and endangered
species given protection. It's still a hard fight on some fronts,
but we no longer have to go without the luxury of paper. I'm
not talking about waste or excess, I'm talking about life-
enhancing use of nature’s qifts.

SerpentStar is free on-line as a pdf file from

http://serpentstar.wordpress.com/

The real A5 paper edition can be posted directly to your letter-
box. Due to increasing costs partly due to the increase in size
as it grows and evolves offering more interesting, stimulating,
exciting, magical, enchanting and informative than ever, the
price of a year’s subscription has risen slightly - but still a year’s
paper subscription costs $15.00 (in Australia), $17.50 (New Zea-
land and the Pacific), $20.00 (For the rest of the world) in Aus-
tralian dollars made out to:

V O wyverne
y O/‘ yOU

PMB2 Angaston line 5 N cqp, -

SA 5353 ~_ Pentg” Paypgy 5,7 on.

Australia WOrQpregs O
.Com
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Earth Energies and
Sacred Space Workshop:
Course Report

A few weekends ago |, along with several others, attended a
two day course run by Lucy Crawford- Sandison of Hafren
Geomantica and spent the weekend learning about earth
energies and how to read and interact with both their
material and spiritual aspects,

We started at Bridgewater inthe Adelaide Hills with a seminar about various sacred sites, nature
beings, and the earth energies that activate them and also about the networks of global earth
energies, and how they affect our health and either energise or calm us. For example large trees or
tower like structures (like obelisks) channel 5chumann resonance from the atmosphere and into the
earth. A large tree with a rounded canopy will channel a calming energy, whilst a large tree with a
pointed canopy with channel an energising and invigorating energy. To take advantage of this one
decides whether they need energising or calming and settles under the appropriate treel We did
some exercises to create pathways inthe earthenergies, Half of us walked and sang along a flower
form, and the other half along its stern (with a closed doorway in between). Then we had to try and
dowse the other group’s form without having seen it, We then used the whole form to meditate
around, and made a temple to the ¥ directions. From this we learnt about how rituals leave
inscriptions in a place,

Lucy taught us how to prepare oneself on four levels to
increase whole body perception and prepare ourselves
* to become aware of the subtle organs of perception,
This included physical preparation, etheric preparation,
astral/psychic preparation, spiritual preparation and
boundaries and closing. By using and following these

. guidelines one is able to attune with the energies of
AR - s the earthand nature spirits ina safe and respectful
E = ’.- ; ¥ " =1 manner,

We spent some time practising with dowsing rods which was great funand gave very instantaneous
answers to various guestions which was very validating to everyone, It's always very gratifying and
encouraging to have success at something one is new at.

We moved into the countryside and spent a Saturday afterncon at Bridgewater and Sunday at
Miylor, working around the oval and creek areas. There is a lot of life around this part of the Adelaide
hills and it was a lovely place to do this work at, The air was full of spring and the trees and creeks
seemed very responsive to our attention and singing. Lucy showed us that there are natural
landscape temples in the landscape, and we found a Moon and a Sun temple along Cox creek. These
were orientated differently and had different energies, We learnt about altar sites within them.
These are usually located on blind springs and have a beautiful spiral earth energy patternwith
haloes. Inthe moonone we sang the song of Ellen’, just infront of a blind spring, and the whole




atmosphere of the landscape temple reacted guickly, We found other interesting places such as a
‘lack in the Beanstalk’ site, and held an earth blessing at the Rainbow serpent ponds. Lucy showed

us how we could dowse for water channels running into the creek itself and banding patterns, It was
interesting to line up and walk slowly with our dowsing rods and see them simultaneously turn in the
same direction as we moved across one of these channels. We also learnt how to try and dowse with
our whole bodies and no rods.

We ako dowsed for earth patterns inthe landscape which were enhanced by our sounding of
certain chants, Whilst we observed, Lucy was able to dowse the pattern which emerged like a gift to
us — earth jewellery = which s very beautiful and very complex as you can see,

Whilst my poor words have not done this weekend course the justice it deserves, it was a great
weekend and we all learnt a lot about how to perceive and interact with nature. | would recommend
anyone who is serious about learning about earth energies and sacred space take the time to attend
one of Lucy’s courses as they are very informative and you come away with very practical knowledge
that can be used Ineveryday life.

Sarah Marshall
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This etheric earth
energy pottern
emerged when our
group chonted ona
very lively throat
chakra site in a
natural landscape
temple along the
aeek at Mylor.
....with the wonderful
help of our ollies and
the nature spirits of
the ploce. Thisisa
lovely gift of etheric
jewellery, and
reminds us thot our
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(e ‘ 2 day workshop on November 9", 10th'" 2013 (5D
St | 10.30am- 5.00pm Location: Bridgewater-Mylor N/

Learn how to detect, interact with and energise earth

energies. Learn how to find places of special gualities in the landscape.
Learn to understand nature cnnscmusness,rand sacred space energies.
Learn how the effects of fucus%d thaught meditation and sacred
sound affect the earth energ!es and the consclousness of a landscape.

Including : >
.
* An Introduction to earth energies and the levels of consciousness of a place.
* Typologies of earth energies and their influences on places: lley lines, earth grids, vortices,
blind springs, track lines, altar points, water lines, ritual inscriptions, geo-spirals,
earth chakras, crop circles, positive and negative polarities.
¢ Typologies of elemental consciousness, nature guides, and mythical creatures.
# How to prepare to open your subtle perceptions to walk in nature with broader perception.
How to deted different earth energies using dowsing rods and body perception. 3 :
 How to communicate with trees and creeks. i gfd"
# Sacried Space Archetypes and the effects of sacred sound. ' o
« Natural and manmade structures for channelling cosmic energies in to earth energies and
healing sanctuaries.
# Making individual and group temporary landscape sacred spaces for supporting the earth’s
energies, and for interacting with nature consciousness,
* Nature d inatm and the ancestral traditions of the wisdom of nat"I.lre i
¢ Creating ethe

This is a level 1 & 2workshop of 3 levels. Cost: $280 / $240 C
' it : Lucy Crawford-Sandison 0408 849 259
' www.hafren.com.au




HAFREN GEOMANTICA

Welcome participants,

To our upcoming weekend of communing with nature,
learning geomantic skills, laughter, and sharing in
attuning ourseles to subtle enengles and other realms of
experience, ..,

Plegse con you confirm pour booking by Nov dst

What to bring:

Please bring some paper, a note book, pencils, a dowsing pendulum and a spedial object or stone that you like to
walk with in connecting with nature. | will supply some dowsing rods. Moming and afternoon tea will be provided,
but yvou will need ta bring some portable lunch, (a5 we may be in the landscape for lunch), As we will be doing
fieldwork along Cox creek, and also around Mylar Oval, suitable outdoor clothing is needed.

Where to meet:

At the Hall of the CC Church at 3, Anzac Ridge Road Bridgewater (directly above Bridgewater oval Carpark). You can
park at the Owal, orin the church driveway, or behind the church (the turning is off Old Mt, Barker road), Please note
that wie will be camying out some of the fleldwork at Mylor, and if vou are not bringing a car, vou will need share a
ride with athers on theday.

Pay ments:

Please contact Lucy on hafren @westnet.com.au for confimnmation and payment details,

This course will be offered again in the third or fourth week in January 2014. The date is to be confirmed.

Anyone interested, contact Lucy at hafren@westnet.com.au
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The Celtic Myth Podshow is a magnificent production bringing us tales and legends of
ancient Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, Brittany and the Isle of Man, all about the
heroes and heroines, gods and goddesses, druids, faeries and magical beings of folklore
and myth. Come and join Gary & Ruth and their friends as they tell you the great stories
from Celilic legend. The series started with the Book of Invasions from the Irish Mythological
Cycle, which is now complete, and we're progressing on to Welsh Mythology with the First
Branch of the Mabinogion.

NB: This Podshow and the website are, and always will be,
KID-SAFE and FREE.
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